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Saints win, 132-19.

Anyway, that's what it said on the stat sheet, under total yardage, just
before the home team kicked a field goal to take a 3-0 lead on the first play of
t he second quarter.

This tinme, the Saints front-liners had much the best of it against the
Buffalo Bills, a reversal of what happened a week ago against the Pittsburgh
St eeel ers.

Drew Brees was 12-of - 14 passi ng.

Reggi e Bush and Devery Henderson were catching 78 yards of passes. Sean
Payton's defense was Iimting J.P. Losman to O yards passing and 19 yards
rushing, 12 on a scranble.

The bad news?

Well, a Saints field-goal attenpt was bl ocked after Brees nobved the regul ars
to the Buffalo 19. Later, before the field goal that counted, Brees was a tad
hi gh going for Henderson in the end zone.

The story of the gane the Saints |ost 13-10 was the three-quarter audition by
Tyl er Pal ko, the undrafted rookie out of the University of Pittsburgh

Despite throwing two interceptions, the 24-year-old lefty did an adm rable
job running the backups.

Hs first mstake was untinely all right, com ng after he had noved his team
fromhis 3-yard-line to the Bills' 11, where he nade an errant throw on a sl ant
that was picked off in the end zone.

On the march, however, Pal ko exhi bited a neasure of poise.

First he got his teamout of a deep hole with an 18-yard strike to Lance
Moore, a soft |ob under pressure that found its target.
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Then he bought tinme when he had to, he was patient, he wasn't rushing things,
he tossed one away rather than risk a pick, and he found Terrance Cooper on a
third-and-8 that showed plenty of smarts in going to the right man

His interception into the end zone was behind the receiver, a poor throw, but
it was a call the head coach said was nore his fault than the quarterback's.

"I thought Tyler did a decent job," said Payton. "He showed a confort |evel
out there and sone poise, but he has to do a better job protecting the football
There's a ot he can learn fromwatching this tape.”

Pal ko' s touchdown drive was nore inpressive, a 16-play narch that ate up
seven and a half ninutes, that covered 78 yards, that ended with a 2-yard
t hi rd-down touch pass on a fade route to Robert Meachemthat did both men proud.

The biggest play of the drive cane on fourth-and-1 when Tyl er caught the
Bills napping, turning left end for 19 yards on a bootleg that turned out to be
the I ongest run of the evening.

"I thought Tyler did a fine job," said Brees. "Every young quarterback is
going to make m stakes. What | liked is the way Tyl er responded. He keeps on
i mproving, and he's going to get better."

Pal ko finished 15-of-27 for 172 yards and was sacked twice. Still, he had
nobility and escape instincts to finish with 47 yards, turning | osses into
positive yardage.

The kid who threw for 66 touchdowns at Pitt, second only to NFL Hall of Faner
Dan Marino, suggests he's a work in progress. But with Brees and Payton in his
corner, he appears to have a better than decent shot to hang around and do sone
good if opportunity calls.

In the NFL, you never know when that opportunity mght arrive. Cbviously, the
nunber one prayer offered by all Saints fans is directed toward the continued
heal th, and well being, of No. 9.

In the case of Tyler Palko, living in a climate of a savvy coach and
guarterback, the rookie could not be in a better position

And he knows it.
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Tyl er Pal ko, competing for the job as the Saints' third quarterback, played nost
of Thursday's gane agai nst Buffalo. [3457108]

PUBLI CATI ON- TYPE: Newspaper

Copyri ght 2007 The Ti nes-Pi cayune Publ i shi ng Conpany



